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A piece of furniture becomes an interior, an 
interior becomes an architecture, and an 
architecture dissolves into a topography. 
This pavilion resonates with references to the 
landscape, architecture, interior and furniture, 
and as such frames a conceptual statement 
about the  interrelationships between these 
disciplines. The project is also constrained by 
the use of predominantly one material, bamboo, 
and the local knowledge available that made 
construction with this material possible.

The pavilion has references to the ‘urhuette’, the 
‘Ur-hut’, or primitive hut as described by Laugier, 
which is suggestive of the mythical origins of 
architecture. The ‘ur-huette’ explored in this 
project develops away from the archetypal pitch 
roof hut to become a set of complex, triangulated 
surfaces. Though this project takes structural 
advantage of trees available in situ, and presents 
one façade with the indexical sign of the pitched-
roof hut, the architectural expression of the ‘ur-
huette’ is then deconstructed in order to present 
a contemporary design attitude. 

In addition, the conceptual approach is informed 
by what I call the local material knowledge present 
in Papua New Guinea. Students collaborating 
in the construction of the pavilion, own as part 
of their heritage, the know-how of construction 
techniques appropriate to bamboo. This know-
how informed the making of the structure as well 
as the use of bamboo and other local materials 
for completing the structure with a variety of 
surfaces, many of which were woven. Local 
knowledge and imported conceptual form came 
together in the situation of this ‘ur-huette’ with the 
result that architectural practices were mutually 
transformed.

‘The pavilion resonates with references to the 
landscape, architecture, interior and furniture, 
and as such frames a conceptual statement about 
the  interrelationships between these disciplines.’
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